[image: image1.jpg]MESOTHELIOMA UK




State Pension Factsheet 




April 2011
The way people qualify for a state pension has changed.  It is now easier for parents and carers to build up qualifying years of national insurance and get a state pension.  To get a full basis state pension, you will only need 30 qualifying years of national insurance contributions.  
The state pension age has also changed for most people.  This is the age when people can choose to start getting their state pension.

The age you can claim your state pension will be determined by when you were born.
For further details, and the exact date on which you can claim your State Pension, please speak to a benefits adviser or go to www.pensions.direct.gov.uk 
The Amount of Benefit

This will depend upon the amount of N I Contributions that you have paid. The basic

amount is £102.15 per week.  But you may receive less than this if you have only worked part time. It may be possible to receive more if you have never opted out of the State Earnings Related Pension Scheme.
Can I have Savings?

Any amount of savings or income does not affect State Pension.
How much can I earn?

Even when you have officially retired and are claiming the State Pension you can still choose to work full time and keep all of your Pension.
Can I claim State Retirement Pension on top of Other Benefits?

Yes! You can claim this Benefit on top of the following:

• 
Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit

• 
Disability Living Allowance 

• 
Attendance Allowance
Should you still claim Carer’s Allowance if you are receiving a State Retirement Pension? Yes, because it may entitle you to extra Pension Credit, Housing and Council Tax Benefit. Although Carer’s Allowance cannot be paid on top of Retirement Pension, it is still important to claim both. This is because if you complete the form for Carer’s Allowance, you will be registering as having made the claim.
What should you do when you receive Carer’s Allowance? OR

What you should do if you have been registered for the Carers Allowance but cannot receive it because you are in receipt of a State Pension?

Contact the DWP and ask about claiming Pension Credit or extra Pension Credit.  Contact the Local Council and ask about claiming or getting Housing and Council Tax Benefit.

It will not be paid at the same time as:

• 
Incapacity Benefit/Contribution based Employment & Support Allowance

• 
Widows/Bereavement Benefits
Will it affect my Income Support, Pension Credit, Tax Credits and Housing Benefits?

Yes
• 
Any INCOME SUPPORT OR HOUSING / COUNCIL TAX BENEFIT you receive will be reduced, so seek advice after claiming.

• 
You will need to contact the Income Support Section of your local Jobcentre Plus Office and the Housing / Council Tax Section of the local authority to inform them that you are now receiving State Retirement Pension.

• 
Any TAX CREDITS you receive will also be reduced by this Benefit so seek advice after claiming, contact the Inland Revenue on 0800 300 3900
How to claim

The normal procedure for claiming is as follows:-

The Department for Work and Pensions will send you a claim form called a BR19 about 4 months before you reach pensionable age.  If you need help with claiming, telephone the Pension Service on 0800 731 7898
NB: In the case of State Pension, unlike other Benefits the claim will be

registered on the day the claim form is received by the DWP.
How to claim if you are the widow, widower or other dependant?

Contact the Pensions Service on 0800 731 7898 and follow the procedure above.

It is possible to claim after the sufferer has died. You should claim within 3 months of the date of death, but a late application will be considered.
For help to check exactly which benefits you are able to claim, help to fill in the necessary forms or to discuss any problems you have with your benefits call:
Macmillan Support Line on freephone 0808 808 0000

Mon – Fri 9am – 8pm

Alternatively, you can contact an Asbestos Support Group, your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau or a local specialist nurse for advice and assistance.
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