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Have you been given a diagnosis of Mesothelioma?

The Pneumoconiosis etc (Workers’ Compensation) Act 1979

You may be entitled to a lump sum payment under the above named Act in addition to INDUSTRIAL INJURIES DISABLEMENT BENEFIT and many other Benefits.

• 
You have been awarded INDUSTRIAL INJURIES DISABLEMENT BENEFIT and

• 
You do not have a reasonable chance of obtaining compensation through a

Solicitor because the employers have ceased trading or due to another reason.

The 2008 Diffuse Mesothelioma Scheme – From 1 October 2008

If you are unable to make a claim under the Pneumoconiosis etc (Workers’ Compensation) Act 1979 and have not received payment in respect of the disease from an employer, a civil claim or elsewhere and are not entitled to compensation from a Ministry of Defense Scheme, you can claim a one-off lump sum payment. This scheme covers people whose exposure to asbestos is not as a result of their work as an employee, for example:

• 
came into contact with asbestos from a relative (for example, by washing their

clothes), or

• 
were exposed to asbestos in the environment (for example, they lived near a factory using asbestos), or

• 
exposure to asbestos was while self-employed, or

• 
exposure cannot be specified but it occurred in the United Kingdom.
For exposure as a result of work as an employee under the Pneumoconiosis etc (Workers’ Compensation) Act 1979

HOW TO CLAIM UNDER THE ABOVE ACT IF YOU ARE THE SUFFERER?

If you have not yet claimed INDUSTRIAL DISABLEMENT BENEFIT

• 
You should claim this lump sum at the same time as claiming INDUSTRIAL

INJURIES DISABLEMENT BENEFIT.

• 
Do not wait for a decision on the Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit before

claiming.

• 
When you receive the decision on your INDUSTRIAL INJURIES DISABLEMENT BENEFIT, which should be a disability assessment of 100%, telephone the Department for Work and Pensions (Jobcentre Plus) at the address below (always telephone if you can). The lump sum will then be considered.
If you have been awarded INDUSTRIAL DISABLEMENT BENEFIT

• 
You need to claim the Lump Sum Payment within 12 months of a Decision Maker awarding Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit.

• 
A late claim can be accepted but you will need to explain why the claim is late.

For exposure not as a result of work as an employee under the 2008 Diffuse

Mesothelioma Scheme – From 1 October 2008

• 
Claims should be made using form PWC1. There will be no time limits for claims from sufferers made during the first year of the scheme but after that time, claims must be received within 12 months of the date of diagnosis.

• 
The aim is to make payments within 6 weeks of receiving the claim form.

• 
You will be asked to submit medical evidence with your claim showing that you are suffering from diffuse mesothelioma caused by exposure to asbestos. A further medical examination will not be required.

To claim you should contact:

Barrow Industrial Injuries Benefit Delivery Centre

Department for Work and Pensions (Job Centre Plus)

Workers’ Compensation Unit

4th Floor, Phoenix House

Stephen Street

Barrow in Furness

Cumbria LA14 1BY Telephone helpline: freephone 0800 279 2322

Are you a relative or partner of someone who has died of Mesothelioma?

You may be entitled to a lump sum payment under the Pneumoconiosis etc (Workers’ Compensation) Act 1979 or the 2008 Diffuse Mesothelioma Scheme from the Department for Work and Pensions.
Either number 1 or 2 below must apply:-

1.  
Under the Pneumoconiosis etc (Workers’ Compensation) Act 1979

For exposure as a result of work as an employee

• 
Sent in a claim for INDUSTRIAL INJURIES DISABLEMENT BENEFIT to the

Department of Work and Pensions. This Benefit must be applied for within 12

months of the date of the person’s death

• 
It has been accepted that the person who has died was suffering from Mesothelioma

OR

2. 
Under the 2008 Diffuse Mesothelioma Scheme

For exposure not as a result of work as an employee

• 
The claim must be applied for within 12 months of the date of the person’s

death

• 
It has been accepted that the person who has died was suffering from

Mesothelioma
Who can claim?

One of the following people can claim and will be considered in the following order:

• 
The married widow or widower of a sufferer who has died

• 
The child of a sufferer who is under age 16 or under age 21 but not in full time

employment

• 
The partner of a sufferer has to have been living with the sufferer up to the

date of death and there must not be a married widow or widower still alive.

• 
Any other relative who was dependant on the sufferer at the time of his death.

To claim you should contact:

Barrow Industrial Injuries Benefit Delivery Centre

Department for Work and Pensions (Job Centre Plus)

Workers’ Compensation Unit, 4th Floor, Phoenix House, Stephen Street

Barrow in Furness, Cumbria LA14 1BY
Telephone helpline: freephone 0800 279 2322
Acknowledgement: 2008 Diffuse Mesothelioma Scheme information provided by the Department of Work & Pensions

For help to check exactly which benefits you are able to claim, help to fill in the necessary forms or to discuss any problems you have with your benefits call:
Macmillan Support Line on freephone 0808 808 0000

Mon – Fri 9am – 8pm

Alternatively, you can contact an Asbestos Support Group, your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau or a local specialist nurse for advice and assistance.
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