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Employment & Support Allowance Factsheet 
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This new benefit (ESA) was introduced in October 2008 and replaces Incapacity Benefit and Income Support paid on the grounds of Incapacity.  ESA has a contributory and a means tested part. People may get either or both depending on their contribution record and their income and capital.

 ESA is paid at a basic rate for the first 13 weeks of the claim. During this time, unless you are terminally ill, you will have to undergo a ‘work capability assessment’ and also have to attend a work focused interview. During the assessment period, you will be paid at a rate comparable to Jobseeker’s Allowance. After the 13 week period you will be assessed and placed into one of two groups: the support group or the work related activity group.
If you are found to have limited capability for work you will be placed in support group and will not have to undertake work related activities. An additional payment of £32.35 will be paid to anyone in the support group.

If you are found not to have limited capability for work you will placed in the work related activity group and will have to attend 5 more work focused interviews. A smaller additional payment of £26.75 will be paid to anyone in this group. 

If you are self employed you are entitled to claim ESA as long as you have paid the correct level of National Insurance contributions. People who have not paid the relevant National Insurance contributions may qualify for ESA under the means tested route. 

Incapacity Benefit

Incapacity Benefit has been replaced by Employment & Support Allowance (ESA) for new claimants applying after 27 October 2008.

Incapacity Benefit was paid to people of working age who had paid the relevant  national insurance contributions in the relevant tax years. 

· Short term lower rate of £71.10 for the first 28 weeks

· Short term higher rate of £84.15 for 29-52 weeks

· Long term rate of £94.25 for one year and over (people who are terminally ill or receiving the care component of Disability Living Allowance at the highest rate, can get the long term rate of Incapacity Benefit after 28 weeks of sickness).

Existing claimants on Incapacity Benefit and Income Support through incapacity will be transferred to Employment and Support Allowance between February 2011 and March 2014.  Claimants will be assessed using the work capability assessment.
This change will not affect claimants who are due to reach State Pension age before 6 April 2014.

All new claims on or after 31 January 2011 will be treated as Employment & Support Allowance claims, with no linking back to previous claims for Incapacity Benefit.
How to Claim

Contact Job Centre Plus Office - telephone freephone 0800 055 66 88

For help to check exactly which benefits you are able to claim, help to fill in the necessary forms or to discuss any problems you have with your benefits call:
Macmillan Support Line on freephone 0808 808 0000

Mon – Fri 9am – 8pm

Alternatively, you can contact an Asbestos Support Group, your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau or a local specialist nurse for advice and assistance.
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