[image: image1.jpg]MESOTHELIOMA UK




Disability Living Allowance (Mobility) Factsheet 
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Do you have walking difficulties because of the Mesothelioma and are you under the age of 65?

You may be able to get Disability Living Allowance (Mobility Component) at the

Higher Rate

This is the same Allowance that you can claim for Care needs. It can be claimed by itself or just for walking difficulties or in addition to the Disability Living Allowance (Care Component). 

You may be able to get this component if

• 
You have not yet reached your 65th birthday. Once you have reached your 65th Birthday you cannot claim but if you claim the day before it is possible to receive this Allowance.  If you are still 64 you can claim by phoning freephone 0800 88 22 00 and still have your claim registered the day before your 65th Birthday.

• 
You are unable to walk or can only walk a short distance before you feel severe discomfort.

• 
The effects of Mesothelioma or some other physical condition cause your walking difficulties.

The Amount of Benefit paid is £51.40 per week

Please note that it is paid instead of the lower rate and not in addition to it.

Will your Savings or Income or earnings affect payment of the Allowance?

• 
This Allowance is paid on top of any other income or savings you may have.

• 
It can be paid on top of any other Benefit mentioned in the Six Basic Steps.

• 
It is non taxable so is not required to be declared to the Inland Revenue.

Will Disability Living Allowance (Mobility Component) affect your Income Support, Income Related Employment & Support Allowance, Pension Credit or Housing Benefit

• 
Payment of the Allowance will not affect your Income Support, Income Related Employment & Support Allowance or Housing Benefit or

Council Tax Benefit. In fact you may even get more of these Benefits.

• 
You should therefore contact your local Jobcentre Plus Office and ask for Income Support or Pension Credit Section and your local authority and ask for Housing and Council Tax Benefit Section.

How to Claim

All claim forms can be requested by telephone from the Disability Benefits Centre 0845 712 3456. The claim form will be registered on the day of the telephone call, which could mean extra benefit, than if you obtain the forms from the Job Centre or an Advice Centre.  You will need to obtain a claim form DLA1A.  It is necessary to complete all relevant parts, which relate to walking. It is important that you obtain help with completing the form from your local Advice Centre, Solicitor, and Hospital, Social Worker, Macmillan Nurse.
For tips on completing this form please see the How to Complete Forms Factsheet
What to do if you are unhappy with the Decision - Please see the Appeals Factsheet - You need to act within a month of the date of the letter containing the decision.

Do you need to be accompanied when walking outside because of anxiety or

Chronic Tiredness?  Are you under the age of 65?

You may be able to get Disability Living Allowance (Mobility Component) Lower rate.  The LOWER RATE is claimed instead of the HIGHER RATE if you can physically walk but still need to be accompanied

You may be able to get this Allowance if

• 
You have not yet reached your 65th birthday. Once you have reached your 65th Birthday you cannot claim but if you claim the day before it is possible to receive this allowance for life. If you are still 64 you can claim by telephoning freephone 0800 88 22 00 and still have your claim registered the day before your 65th Birthday.

• 
You need another person to accompany you when walking outside because of chronic anxiety or tiredness. It may be the case that you can catch the bus into town but after 
walking round town to do some shopping you suddenly feel very tired or anxious and need to sit down for some time.
The Amount of Benefit paid is £19.55 per week

Please note that it is paid instead of the higher rate and not in addition to it.

Will your Savings or Income or earnings affect payment of the Allowance?

• This Allowance is paid on top of any other income or savings you may have.

• It is non taxable so is not required to be declared to the Inland Revenue.

Will Disability Living Allowance (Mobility Component) affect your Income Support, Pension Credit or Housing Benefit?

• 
Payment of the Allowance will not affect your Income Support or Housing Benefit or Council Tax Benefit. In fact you may even get more of these Benefits.

• 
You should therefore contact your local Jobcentre Plus Office and ask for Income Support or Pension Credit Section and your local authority and ask for Housing and Council Tax Benefit Section.
How to Claim

All claim forms can be requested by telephone from the Disability Benefits Centre 0845 712 3456. The claim form will be registered on the day of the telephone call, which could mean extra benefit, than if you obtain the forms from the Job Centre or an Advice Centre.

It is necessary to complete all relevant parts of each section, which relate to walking. It is important that you obtain help with completing the form.

Tips for completing the form – Please see the How to Complete Forms Factsheet
What to do if you are unhappy with the Decision - Please see the Appeals Factsheet

You need to act within a month of the date of the letter containing the decision.

For help to check exactly which benefits you are able to claim, help to fill in the necessary forms or to discuss any problems you have with your benefits call:
Macmillan Support Line on freephone 0808 808 0000

Mon – Fri 9am – 8pm

Alternatively, you can contact an Asbestos Support Group, your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau or a local specialist nurse for advice and assistance.
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