[image: image1.jpg]MESOTHELIOMA UK




Disability Living Allowance (Care) Factsheet 
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Have you been told that you are suffering from Mesothelioma and are you under the age of 65?

You will be able to get Disability Living Allowance (Care Component)

The Amount of Benefit

Any person with a diagnosis of Mesothelioma will be automatically assessed as

needing the Highest Rate after a claim has been submitted (see below):

Highest Rate is paid at £73.60 per week

How to claim

A factual report of diagnosis (on a form DS 1500) needs to be obtained from the GP or Macmillan Nurse or Hospital Consultant which then needs to be sent with the claim form.  There is just one form for both the Care Component and the Mobility Component – the mobility component of the Allowance will not be automatically paid – but will depend upon the nature of any walking difficulties.

If possible you should request the form from the Disability Benefits Centre by telephone – 0845 712 3456.

NB: The claim will be registered on the day of the telephone call and when the

Allowance is awarded which is usually several weeks later it will be backdated

to the date of the telephone call.

Will your Savings, Income or Earnings affect payment of the Allowance?

• 
This Allowance is paid on top of any amount of savings, income or earnings.

• 
It is not taxable so is not required to be declared to the Inland Revenue.

Payment of the Allowance will not affect your Income Support, Housing Benefit or Council Tax Benefit. In fact you may even get more of these Benefits.

Will Disability Living Allowance (Care Component) affect your Income Support/Income related Employment & Support Allowance/Pension Credit or Housing Benefit?

• 
Payment of the Allowance will not affect your means tested benefits.

• 
In fact you may even get more of these Benefits. See below

Extra money in the form of Income Support or Pension Credit

If you are awarded Disability Living Allowance care component your Income Support/Employment & Support Allowance or Pension Credit may go up, OR you may now become entitled. 

For help to check exactly which benefits you are able to claim, help to fill in the necessary forms or to discuss any problems you have with your benefits call:
Macmillan Support Line on freephone 0808 808 0000

Mon – Fri 9am – 8pm

Alternatively, you can contact an Asbestos Support Group, your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau or a local specialist nurse for advice and assistance.
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