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Bereavement Payment

This is a tax-free, lump sum payment of £2000 at the time of your spouse or civil partners’ death. 
You will be able to claim it if the following applies to you:

• 
You must have been under state pension age when your spouse or civil partner died, unless they were not entitled to a Category A state pension.
• 
Your late spouse or civil partner had paid enough National Insurance Contributions unless it had been established that the Mesothelioma had been caused through his or her job.

Widowed Parents Allowance

This is a weekly Allowance of £100.70 paid to a man or a woman whose spouse or civil partner has died and

• 
You are now left caring for at least one dependant child

• 
Your spouse or civil partner who has died paid enough National Insurance

Contributions, if their NI contribution record is incomplete, you will receive a proportionately reduced amount, unless it had been established that the Mesothelioma had been caused by his or her job

You can get this Widowed Parents Allowance in addition to the Bereavement Payment. You cannot get this Widowed Parents Allowance in addition to the Bereavement Allowance mentioned below.

Are you are at least age 45 and not caring for any children?

Bereavement Allowance

This is a weekly Allowance paid for a maximum of 52 weeks to a man or a woman

whose spouse or civil partner has died and

• 
You are at aged 45 or over when your spouse/civil partner died
• 
You are also under age 60 (woman) or age 65 (man)

• 
Your husband or wife who has died paid enough National Insurance

Contributions unless it had been established that the Mesothelioma had been caused by his or her job

How much do you receive?

• 
The amount of payment varies according to your age.

• 
If you are age 55 or more at the date of your spouse or civil partners death you will receive £93.65 per week.

• 
For each year that you are under age 55 the above weekly rate will be reduced by 7%.

• 
This means that if you age 45 at the time of your husband or wife’s death you will only receive £30.21 per week.

You can receive Bereavement Allowance in addition to the Bereavement Payment. You cannot receive it in addition to the Widowed Parents Allowance.
Will Savings and earnings affect payment of any of the above Allowances?

• 
You can have any amount of savings and still receive the above allowances.

• 
You can work any amount of hours and have any amount of earnings.

Can Bereavement Benefits and Widowed Parents Allowance be paid on top of other Benefits?

These Allowances cannot be paid on top of

• 
Incapacity Benefit/contribution based Employment & Support Allowance
• 
Carer’s Allowance or any other contribution based benefits

If you are receiving Carer’s Allowance - because you were caring for another person in addition to your late spouse or civil partner at the time of claiming one of these Allowances - you will receive whichever pays the highest amount.
These Allowances can be paid on top of

• 
Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit

• 
Disability Living Allowance 

• 
Attendance Allowance

Will your Income Support, Pension Credit or Housing/Council Tax Benefit be

reduced or stopped by payment of any of these Allowances?

• The Bereavement Payment should not affect payment of Income Support, income related Employment & Support Allowance, Pension Credit, Housing/Council Tax Benefit, but it is counted as capital for means tested benefits. 

• The Two Weekly Allowances will reduce your payments of Income Support, income related Employment & Support Allowance, Housing and Council Tax Benefit so you will need to Contact the Income Support Section or Pension Credit Section of Jobcentre Plus and the Housing/Council Tax Section of the local authority and explain that you are receiving one of these Two Allowances.

How to claim the Bereavement Payment, Bereavement Allowance and/or Widowed Parents Allowance? Contact the Bereavement Section of your local Jobcentre Plus Office or telephone 0845 608 8601

NB The claim for Benefit will be registered on the day of the telephone call.

Arrears of Bereavement Benefits

• You should claim the Bereavement Benefits within 3 months of the date of your spouse or civil partners’ death but you may be able to claim it up to 12 months after

date of death.
What to do if you are unhappy with the decision?

If you are not happy with the decision and particularly a decision on the matter of

arrears you may be able to appeal to an Independent Tribunal.

You must do so within one month of the letter containing the decision, although in very special circumstances you can appeal outside this time limit and appeal up to 13 months of the decision.
For help to check exactly which benefits you are able to claim, help to fill in the necessary forms or to discuss any problems you have with your benefits call:
Macmillan Support Line on freephone 0808 808 0000

Mon – Fri 9am – 8pm

Alternatively, you can contact an Asbestos Support Group, your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau or a local specialist nurse for advice and assistance.
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